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Petersburg lie was brought to an abrupt halt
and was compelled to begin a siege, lasting
nearly a year.
Meantime, in the Shenandoah Valley, the
Confederates under Early had threatened
Washington and had made costly raids upon
Northern towns, but in the summer of 1864
they were driven from the valley by Federal
cavalry under Sheridan. During this sum-
mer General Sherman was carrying out his
part of the general campaign, advancing
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slowly but steadily toward the important city
of Atlanta against a brilliant resistance by
General Joseph Johnston. Johnston was
superseded, however, just as Sherman's
campaign was drawing to a close, by General
Hood. He was unable to stop the advance,
and Sherman, entered Atlanta, September 2.
It was two months later that he left Atlanta
and began his march to the sea, during which
he destroyed everything- of value in a strip
sixty miles wide. He occupied the city of
Savannah on Christmas Day. Meantime,
General Hood had hoped to draw him from
this operation by making a counter move-
ment toward the north. Sherman dispatched
Thomas to defend the State of Tennessee,
and he did It admirably. Occupying Nash-
ville, he awaited the approach of the Con-
federate force until December 15, when he
opened a battle which resulted in the com-
plete destruction of the Confederate army,
the 15,000 survivors never being reorganized.
On the sea the Union cause was also vie-
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torious during this year, the Alabama, the
most conspicuous of the Confederate priva-
teers, being sunk by the United States cor-
vette Kearsarge, in the harbor of Cherbourg,
Prance. In Mobile Bay another daring feat
had been placed to the credit of the Amer-
ican Navy, Rear Admiral Farragut being the
hero of the occasion.
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Last Months of the War. The successes
of the Union arms during 1864 were to cul-
minate in the early spring in the complete
defeat of the Confederate
cause. General Sherman
left Savannah February 1,
marched with almost no op-
position through the Car-
olinas and was soon ready
to cooperate with Grant in
the final campaign of the
war. During the winter,
though the Union army had
gained little in its conquest
of Virginia, the siege which
the Confederates had en-
dured at Richmond and
Petersburg had reduced
their power of resistance,
and Lee determined to
evacuate both places, at-
tempt to join Johnston's
army, which had made a
faint protest against Sher-
man's advance, and flee to
the mountains, where the contest could be
continued indefinitely. The attempts of the
Confederates to cut their way out of Peters-
burg, however, resulted in serious losses, and
when the evacuation finally took place it was
under such difficult conditions that Lee soon
found himself confronted with the necessity
of surrendering. This took place at Appo-
mattox Court House, April 9, 1865. The
wild rejoicing which this news caused at the
Korth was suddenly hushed on the follow-
ing- Friday, April 14, by the assassination of
President Lincoln, who, because o£ his un-
failing common sense and high purposes, had
become the central figure of the whole
struggle. On April 21 Johnston surrendered
to Sherman after a week of negotiation, and
by May 26 all the forces of the Confederacy
had laid down their arms. On May 10 Presi-
dent Jefferson Davis was captured and was
sent a prisoner to Fortress Monroe.
Results.   The war had lasted four years;
it had commanded the services, all told, of

